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“One hundred religious persons knit into a unity by careful organization do not constitute
a church any yore than eleven dead men make a football team. The first requisite is
life, always.”
- A.W. Tozer
I Peter 2:4-5 (ESV)
4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and
precious,
5 you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
Ephesians 4:15-16 (ESV)
15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the
head, into Christ,
16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is
equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds
itself up in love.
I Corinthians 12:18, 24 (ESV)
18 But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose.
24 which our more presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed the
body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it,
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Ephesians 4:1-16 (ESV)
1 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling
to which you have been called,
2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love,
3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
4 There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that
belongs to your call—
5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.
7 But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ's gift.
8 Therefore it says, “When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he gave
gifts to men.”

9 (In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into the
lower regions, the earth?
10 He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he
might fill all things.)
11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and
teachers,
12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ,
13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to
mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ,
14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried
about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes.
15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the
head, into Christ,
16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is
equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds
itself up in love.
Katartizo:
 to render, i.e. to fit, sound, complete
 to mend (what has been broken or rent), to repair
 to complete
 to fit out, equip, put in order, arrange, adjust
 to fit or frame for one's self, prepare
 ethically: to strengthen, perfect, complete, make one what he ought to be

Psalms 24 (NIV)
1 The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it;
2 for he founded it on the seas and established it on the waters.
3 Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord? Who may stand in his holy place?
4 The one who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not trust in an idol or swear
by a false god.
5 They will receive blessing from the Lord and vindication from God their Savior.
6 Such is the generation of those who seek him, who seek your face, God of Jacob.
7 Lift up your heads, you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors, that the King of glory
may come in.
8 Who is this King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle.
9 Lift up your heads, you gates; lift them up, you ancient doors, that the King of glory
may come in.
10 Who is he, this King of glory? The Lord Almighty—he is the King of glory.

